121. THE PLAGUE*
JOHANNESBURG,
March 30, 1904
The statistics up to date arc:
WHITES
Proved cases                                                              6
Suspected                                                                   9
COLOURED
Suspected                                                                   4
ASIATICS
Proved                                                                     50
Suspected                                                                  6
NATIVES
Proved                                                                       6
Suspected                                                                 23
DEATHS OF PROVED PLAGUE CASES
WHITES                           ASIATICS                            NATIVES
6                                   47                                      3
Almost all of these eases are those taken over after the discovery of
the outbreak. That Is to say, there have been very few new cases since
the fatal 20th. It was during the first two days when the cases were being
picked up that the heavy mortality occurred. This, moreover, accounts
for the great preponderance of the Asiatic cases. The pneumonia assumed
the plague form first among the Indians, The cases were treated by medical
men as simple. The precautions were neglected. The authorities, too,
were not convinced, in spite of the warning, that it was plague* And the
infection spread. The moral evidently is that ordinary caution should be
used even in simple cases* All disease is more or less infective. And no-
thing whatsoever is lost by using disinfectants liberally, and isolating
patients even in the same house.
The fiction that the Indian Location alone is infected is still being
kept up, and perhaps it is as well It satisfies the public, and undue fear
is prevented
There were at the time of drawing the cordon 1,361 Indians in the
Location. Of these, over 800 have already been removed to Klipspruit,
which is about 12 miles from the Market Square in Johannesburg. The
authorities arc perfectly satisfied with the behaviour of the Indians whose
misfortune it is to be quarantined. They, in their turn, are giving all rea-
sonable satisfaction to the community* Religious prejudices are respected.
l This appeared as a "From our Johannesburg Correspondent",